Keewatin City Council
Council Proceedings
City of Keewatin, Minnesota, February 8, 2023

The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Keewatin, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor
LaBine, at 5:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers.

Present: Councilors Maras, Thronson, LaBine, and Mayor LaBine. (4)

Absent: Councilor Jivery

Moved by Counciler LaBine supported by Councilor Thronson to approve the consent agenda as follows:
1. Approval/correction of minutes of Regular Meeting held January 11, 2023, January 25, 2023,
and Financial Meeting held January 25, 2023.
2. Approval of the claims to be paid 2-8-2023(Public Utilities $57,754.80, City $20,851.55)
3. Approval of City Clerk travel request of mileage, hotel, and registration for (MCFOA) Conference in St.
Cloud March 21 through March 24, 2023, total amount of $1,052.25.
Motion Carried.

APPERANCE:

Ken Hussman and Justin Covington of Splash Town updated the City Council on a proposed Inflatable
Family Fun Water Park to be located at O’Brian Reservoir. Justin Covington has researched the required
permits with the Itasca County Sheriff’s Department, and Department of Natural Resources. There was
discussion with the Council on the need for a non-permanent 10x20 Building for tickets, refreshments, and
storage. It was also noted that an electric hookup would be needed. The Council discussed installing a separate
meter for power. Justin Covington will provide the City Council with a partnership contract for the City
Attorney to review and provide the City with proof of insurance coverage with the required liability amounts.

Moved by Councilor Thronson, seconded by Councilor LaBine to set up meeting with Keetac and the
City Council to discuss use of O’Brien Reservoir for the Splash Town Water Park and to invite Hussman and
Covington to the meeting. Motion Carried.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Consider three Truck Bids for purchase for Street Department:
a. 2021 Ram 2500 $48,186.00 (with trade in), Hibbing Chrysler
b. 2019 Chevrolet Silverado $45,350.91 (with trade in), KA Commercial Trucks LLC with trade
c. 2011 Deisel Truck w/ plow $45,000 (no trade-in) 42,000 miles
d. Martin Snowplow & Equipment Boss Plow $10,101.62

Street Supervisor Sundquist presented quotes for the purchase of a truck for the Street Department.
Sundquist is recommending purchase of the 2011 Ford. Discussion was held by the Council regarding where the
funds are coming from for the purchase of the pickup. Councilor Maras asked Street Supervisor Sundquist if the
2011 Ford F350 can pull the tar wagon. He stated the towing capacity to be adequate. Attorney Kosluchar
requested the Kelly Blue book Value of the truck to be included with the quotes for comparison purposes.
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Moved by Councilor Thronson supported by Councilor LaBine to purchase the 2011 Deisel Ford F350
Pickup Truck with plow in the amount of $45,000.00. Motion Carried

Moved by Councilor LaBine supported by Councilor Maras to pay Benchmark Engineering Request No.
15 in the amount of $27,054.61 for Keewatin to Nashwauk Forcemain and Lift Station Project, approval
contingent upon the City Attorney completing legal description documents. Motion Carried.

Attorney Kosluchar suggested Attorney Lindsay contact the State of Minnesota Attorney that works with
land ownership to review this document is appropriate for the City of Keewatin signature. It is an unusual
situation in which the City of Nashwauk owns this property, and the City of Keewatin leases the parcel.

Moved by Counciler Thronson supported by Mayor LaBine to approve the transfer from the Fire

Department Savings account to the General Fund for $6,666.68 the balance of transferred funds from 2022.
Motion Carried

Councilor Maras requested a Resolution for the Fire Department at the next Financial Meeting to
transfer funds to the Fire Department Savings account provide-for a future fire truck purchase.

Moved by Councilor Thronson supported by Councilor LaBine to approve moving the Fuel Adjustment

Cost Charge of one dollar ($1.00) to the Miso Fereral Charge on the monthly Public Utilities billing. Motion
Carried

Discussion on the insurance claim for the Fire Department roof. Chief Maras informed the Council that
the pipes were completed last week as well as installation of the electric garage door openers.

City Clerk Mackey updated the Council on the Security Camera System. An appointment is scheduled
with Police Chief Whitney on Friday, February 10, 2023. Mackey is coordinating with Arrowhead Lock Smith
for re-keying locks. A check was received from the City of Nashwauk for the Joint Sewer Project $45,566.67.

DISCUSSION ITEMS:

Councilor Thronson led discussion for implementing a use charge for credit card payments. No action
taken. Clerk Mackey will put on the next Financial Meeting agenda for further discussion.

Councillor Thronson suggested to add identification on the exterior of the Keewatin Post Office,
Library and possibly City Hall Door. It was recommended to have the City Clerk obtain prices for decals.

Moved by Councilor LaBine supported by Mayor LaBine to approve City Clerk Mackey to obtain costs

of vinyl stickers for City Hall, Library building and the Post Office for placing on the windows. Motion
carried.

NEW BUSINESS:

Motion by Councilor LaBine, supported by Councilor Maras to have Attorney Kosluchar review the
overtime policy. Motion Carried

Moved by Councilor LaBine supported by Councilor Thronson to approve the reimbursement request
for the Lease Rent on a Glacier Park Property that was paid in 2023 for Paula Fowler and to apply the refund to
her public utility bill and to re-invoice the current owner. Motion Carried.
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Moved by Councilor LaBine supported by Councilor Thronson to adopt a Resolution to apply for and
accept funds for FEMA Fire Fighter Grant for the purchase of helmets and boots that are expired as well as a
commercial washer & dryer for $50,000. Motion carried.

Councilor Maras stated the grant is due February 10, 2023.

COMMISSION AND BOARD LIAISON REPORTS:
The following Commissions were advertised for and received applications for appointments. No
applications were received for the Planning and Zoning and the Economic Development Commission.

Moved by Councilor Thronson supported by Councilor Maras to appoint Jewell Graves, Karen A.
Adams, and Laura Owens to the Library Board for a three-year term beginning January 1, 2023, to December
31, 2025. Motion Carried.

Moved by Councilor LaBine supported by Councilor Maras to appoint Karen Sampson fer to the Police
Commission for a three-year term beginning January 1, 2023, to December 31, 2025. Motion Carried.

Moved by Council Thronson, supported by Mayor LaBine approve Attorney Lindsey to review one
Commissions Bylaw per month, for the Police Commission, Economic Development, Fire Department Relief
Association, Fire Department and Library Board. Motion Carried.

Councilor Maras will provide Fire Department Bylaws.

Street Supervisor Sundquist stated Equipment Operator Plaisted is going to need a week off from work
to attend class/training for his CDL through the 49ers Union. Equipment Operator Erickson will be going to
Hibbing Community College to obtain his CDL. Sundquist said he will need to obtain his Water License for
the City of Keewatin.

Moved by Councilor LaBine supported by Councilor Maras to adjourn the meeting at 6:16 P.M.

Mayor Michael LaBine

City Clerk Beth Ann Mackey
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