Keewatin City Council
Council Proceedings
City of Keewatin, Minnesota, February 22, 2023

The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Keewatin, Minnesota, was called to order by
Mayor LaBine, at 5:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers.

Present: Councilors Maras, Thronson, Jivery, and Mayor LaBine (4)
Absent: Councilor LaBine (1)

Moved by Councilor Thronson supported by Councilor Jivery to approve the consent agenda as follows:

1. Approval/correction of minutes of Regular Meeting held February 8, 2023

2. Approval of the claims to be paid February 22, 2023(Public Utilities $11,966.86 City $11,831.71)
Correct Claim Number120 minus $5.84 Sales Tax

3. Approval of Payroll February 28, 2023

4. Approve Invoice #23-001 to City of Nashwauk for the Wastewater Treatment Facility Project costs
billed per Joint Sewer Agreement Debt Service Interest 2023 $8,821.93 and 2023 3 & 4™ Quarter
Allocated OM$R Costs $17,366.25

5. Adopt Resolution 2023-11 for FEMA Fire Fighter Grant applications and receipt of funds

6. Allow any Mayor, Council or City Staff to attend the LMC Safety and Loss Control Workshop on

April 11,2023, in Virginia, MN cost of $20.00 pp plus mileage
Motion Carried.

APPEARANCE:

Jeremy Scharze, of Benchmark Engineering gave a recap regarding the past work on Bridge Number
88617, located at Taconite Ave. There was a rough cost estimate, preliminary design, and discussion with
Karyn Grandia, Itasca County Engineers Department on how to obtain funds. The next step for the City of
Keewatin is to approve Benchmark Engineering to start soil boring testing. Mayor LaBine provided the
temporary application for access from the MN Department of Transportation to Northern Natural Gas. Clerk
Mackey said in her discussion with Northern Natural Resources Gas they have applied for a permanent permit
for access from State Highway 169. No action was taken.

Ben Oseien, Minnesota Rural Water Association Advisor (MRWA) presented the City Council with the
services MRWA provide. There is an annual membership fee. MRWA does training for free for water
operators, rate studies, equipment leasing, six to eight training sessions each year. Ben Oseien offered to drop
off education books for our two new employees to start training or learning in preparation for required class
time and exam. Mayor LaBine thanked Ben Oseien for all the information.

Mayor Andy MacDonell, City of Cohasset appeared before the Keewatin City Council to propose a Joint
Powers Agreement between the Cities within Itasca County and the Itasca County Attorney’s Office. The
purpose is to hire a shared Criminal Prosecutor to be used by each body of government. This is in the
preliminary stage, Mayor MacDonell will be visiting each City for this discussion.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
Security Camera System quotes obtained by Advantage were reviewed by Council. No action taken.

Arrowhead Locksmith had been to the City and will be putting together an estimate for the Council.
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Clerk Mackey continues to work on obtaining telephone line support for the City governmental
telephone lines with Mediacom, Century Link and CTC Fiber Internet.

Mayor LaBine tabled the discussion for a Police Department full time Police Officer position due to the
absence of Councilor LaBine.

Moved by Councilor Thronson supported by Councilor Maras to adopt Resolution 2023-10 for Paula
Fowler casual employee at the City of Keewatin Library hourly wage increase to $19.00 per hour commence on
or after February 22, 2023. Motion Carried

Moved by Councilor Jivery supported by Mayor LaBine to adopt Resolution 2023-09 for Janice Kunze
casual employee at the City of Keewatin Library hourly wage increase to $15.00 per hour commencing on or
after February 22, 2023. Motion Carried.

Discussion lead by Attorney Lindsay regarding the AFSCME Contract and the Overtime
Policy/Procedure in Policy Manual. The Union issue has been resolved by a clarification sent to each council
person and supervisors stating the union contract. The other issue is the process that is set up. Remind staff that
when an issue arises, they can reach out to a nonunion member, Clerk Mackey. Councilor Maras questioned the

comp time language; Lindsay agreed the language is not clear as overtime is an option in leu of paid time off it
is as an alternative.

Moved by Councilor Thronson supported by Councilor Jivery to approve the revised Public Space
Rental contract agreement. Motion Carried.

Moved by Counciler Jivery supported by Mayor LaBine to adopt Resolution 2023-12 for the Street
Department Purchase of 2011 Ford F-350 for $45,000.00 from Lyle Seeley. Allocated funds to be used from
Street Savings Account. Motion Carried.

Motion by Councilor Thronson, supported by Councilor Jivery to adopt Resolution 2023-13 to accept
funds in the amount of $750.00 from the American Legion Post #452 of Keewatin for the purchase of two
benches to be placed in the City of Keewatin Park. Motion Carried.

Councilor Thronson discussed disappointment in her research on a Water Filtration System. Mayor
LaBine suggested speaking with Ben Oseien, of Minnesota Rural Water Association Advisor.

Mayor LaBine provided the preliminary blueprints and building specifications from DSGW Architects
and Benchmark Engineering Inc. for the project at the O’Brien Reservoir. He invited the audience and council
to look at these and make suggestions.

NEW BUSINESS:

Moved by Councilor Jivery supported by Councilor LaBine to set the next Financial meeting on
Wednesday, March 8, 2023, at 4:00 P.M. in City Chambers. Motion Carried.

Mayor LaBine led discussion on the Itasca County Land Classification Committee meeting set for
March 7, 2023, to include Keewatin Parcel #92-410-0810. No action was taken.
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Discussion led by Councilor Maras in support of First Call for Help and the gap they provide in crisis.
The City of Keewatin has supported this service for many years.

Moved by Councilor Jivery, supported by Councilor Maras to support the request by First Call for Help
Information and Referral / Crisis Call Center of Itasca County the amount of $500.00 to be split between
Public Utilities and City accounts. Motion Carried.

Discussion of available lots owned by the City of Keewatin was led by Mayor LaBine. The board
established a price of $1,500 for a twenty-five-foot lot, and $3,000 for a fifty-foot lots. A 25-foot lot could be
purchased by adjacent property owners; however, a fifty-foot lot would need to have a single-family residence
constructed within a year of purchase. If this deed restriction is not fulfilled the lot will have a revert clause
back to the City of Keewatin. Resident Matt Risto asked Mayor LaBine for clarification on lot sizes and
availability to purchase and if the lot can remain vacant for property owner.

Clerk Mackey noted that herself and Councilor LaBine will be at MCFOA training during the next
regular scheduled Council meeting and suggested to move the meeting to March 22, 2023.

Motion by Councilor Maras, seconded by Councilor Jivery to move the Regular Council Meeting
scheduled for Wednesday, March 22, 2023, to Monday, March 20, 2023, at 5: 00 P.M Motion Carried.

Counselor Thronson would like the Council to get additional information on Auto Read Meter Systems
and is in support of the new employees of the Street Department attending educational opportunities.

Mayor LaBine moved the review of Public Utilities Rates for dumpster fees to Wednesday, March 8,
2023, for discussion at the Financial Meeting.

Motion by Councilor Jivery, supported by Councilor Maras to approve the Keewatin Fire Department
ride along for the following individuals Dylan Partridge, Billie Jo Fowler, Mason Granved and Zeb Graves.
Motion Carried.

COMMISSION AND BOARD LIAISON REPORTS:

Counselor Maras stated the Relief Bylaws for the Keewatin Fire Department are under review by Sterle
& Company LTD, Accounting Firm. This is annual audit for the Fire Department. Upon completion of this,
they will review the Fire Department Bylaws.

Councilor LaBine joined the meeting via Zoom portal. She was able to give a brief updated as to the 4™
of July meeting held Wednesday, February 15, 2023. Each volunteer was assigned a duty and it should work out
well. The next scheduled 4™ of July meeting is March 15, 2023, at 6:30 P.M. in City Council Chambers.

Councilor Thronson reminded the Council that the Nashwauk Area Community Fund is open for grant
applications. She suggested applying for stackable chairs for the Community Center building. Councilor Maras
would like to apply for funds to purchase Fire Department equipment needs.

Mayor LaBine requested a Special Meeting be set for Friday, March 3, 2023, at 4:00 P.M. for an
employee evaluation review. Attorney Lindsay stated he would be available to attend. Councilor Maras will be
unavailable on that date.

Attorney Lindsay updated the Council on his submission proposal to Paul Bunyan Communication.
Attorney Lindsay set up a conversation with Roger Barrons to discuss the PFA funding and the Real Property
Declaration of land owned by City of Nashwauk for the Eastern Joint Powers Sewar Project.
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Moved by Councilor Jivery supported by Mayor LaBine to adjourn the meeting at 6:24 P.M. Motion
carried.

Michael LaBine, Mayor

Beth Ann Mackey, City Clerk
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