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Keewatin City Council  
Council Proceedings 

City of Keewatin, Minnesota, March 8, 2023 
  

The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Keewatin, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor 
LaBine, at 5:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers. 
 
Present: Councilors Maras, Thronson, Jivery, LaBine and Mayor LaBine (5) 
Absent: None 
 

Moved by Councilor Jivery supported by Councilor Thronson to approve the consent agenda as follows: 
1. Approval/correction of minutes of Regular Meeting held February 8, 2023 
2. Approval of the claims to be paid March 8, 2023(Public Utilities $79,365.61 City $21,340.57). Make 

correction to Intergres claim from PU to City 
3. Approve Travel Request Form for Rob Owens to attend Class D – 15322 Water License recertification 

course in Grand Rapids, MN cost of $160.00 pp plus mileage. 
4. Approve gambling request for the July 4, 2023, by Nashwauk Fire Relief Gambling Funds, Keewatin 

American Legion, Amvets, and Pengilly Booster Club. 
        Motion Carried. 
 

APPEARANCE: 
 

 Pastor Dominic Morrow, Glows Kitchen and Catering of Bacatee Ministry spoke to the Council as to 
opportunities he will be providing in the community. Pastor Morrow invited the Council to the You Event 
scheduled for March 25, 2023, at the Keewatin Community Center. There will be children’s games, and an 
opportunity to taste Glowskitchen food.  
 
 Stacy Harder, DSGW updated the Council on the O’Brien Reservoir Project. Changes have been made to 
the plans with the next step to advertise for bids.  The bids will be published in the newspaper with a closure date 
of April 11, 2023, at 2:00 P.M. The bids with costs will be presented at the April 12, 2023, Regular Council 
meeting for approval. Groundbreaking is set for the spring of 2023. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
Clerk Mackey continues to work on obtaining telephone line support for the City governmental telephone 

lines with Mediacom, Century Link and CTC Fiber Internet.  
 
Motion by Councilor LaBine, supported by Councilor Thronson to adopt a Resolution 2023-13 to approve 

equivalent telephone service, adding the Community Center and to allow the City Clerk to review the quotes and 
to choose the company with best service and qualifications. Motion carried.  

 
           Arrowhead Locksmith had been to the City and will be putting together an estimate for lock replacement 
for the Council. Clerk Mackey will confirm his availability to attend the next Regular Council meeting. Councilor 
Thronson stated she would like to hold off on the Solid Waste Building and Recreation Building locks it was also 
noted to review the locks at City Hall as the suggestion was to replace only the main doors.  

 
Motion by Councilor LaBine, supported by Councilor Jivery to gather additional information for the lock 

replacement and update the estimates. Motion carried. 
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Police Chief Whitney approached the board for the hiring of a full-time Police Officer to fill the vacant 
full-time position. Mayor LaBine requested to control costs and questions the use of part time officers.  

 
Motion by Councilor Maras, seconded by Councilor Jivery to proceed with the hiring process to hire a 

full time Police Officer for the City. Motion carried.  
 
Moved by Councilor Jivery, supported by Councilor LaBine to adopt Resolution 2023-13 granting a 

Nonexclusive Franchise to Paul Bunyan Rural Telephone Cooperative to provide open video system services in 
the City of Keewatin, Minnesota. Motion carried.  

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

Moved by Councilor LaBine supported by Councilor Maras to accept the estimate for Iron Range 
Plumbing & Heating totaling $3,689.00 for two sand traps with plumping for garage Motion Carried. 

 
Moved by Councilor LaBine, supported by Councilor Maras to table the Fireworks Contract until the 

next regular council meeting. Motion Carried.   
Clerk Mackey will follow up with the vendor to obtain the contract for review.  

 
 A letter was received from Patrick McCann, Spire Credit Union depicting the poor condition of the City 
of Keewatin sidewalks along the east side of the current Spire Bank location.  Both Councilor and Mayor 
LaBine would like Supervisor Sundquist to repair the sidewalk section along with any other areas the City of 
Keewatin when the frost goes out of the ground and road restriction have been lifted.   
 
 Motion by Councilor LaBine, supported by Councilor Thronson to direct he Street Department to repair 
the sidewalk by Spire Credit Union and any others in need of repair. Motion carried.  
 

 Clerk Mackey will respond with the proposed sidewalk update to Patrick McCann Facilities Director at 
Spire Credit Union. 
  
 Motion by Councilor Jivery, supported by Councilor LaBine to approve the Keewatin Fire Department 
ride along for Lydia Labage. Motion Carried.  
 
 Fire Chief Maras will provide an updated Fire Department roster to Clerk Mackey.  
 
COMMISSION AND BOARD LIAISON REPORTS: 
 
 Councilor LaBine invited residents to the next 4th of July Committee Meeting Wednesday, March 15, 
2023. 
 
 Motion by Councilor LaBine, supported by Mayor LaBine to start advertising for temporary summer help. 
With advertisement for three weeks in April in newspaper, website, and Facebook. Motion Carried. 
 
 Attorney Colleen gave a brief report that Attorney Lindsay is working on Joint Powers Agreement and 
has sought out the advice from labor attorney.  
 

 
 
 



[3] 
 

Moved by Councilor Jivery supported by Mayor LaBine to adjourn the meeting at 6:15 P.M. Motion 
carried.  
              
          Michael LaBine, Mayor 
 
 

Beth Ann Mackey, City Clerk 
          
   


