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Keewatin City Council 
Council Proceedings 

City of Keewatin, Minnesota, July 12, 2023  
 

 The regular meeting of the City Council of Keewatin, Minesota was called to order by 
Acting Mayor LaBine, at 5:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers. 
 
Present: Councilor Maras, Jivery, Thronson and LaBine (4) 
Absent: Mayor LaBine (1) 
 
 Councilor Thronson requested to pull items 5.1 and 5.2. Thronson noted that the minutes need to 
be changed to reflect items 5.3 and not items C and D and withhold the Benchmark and Utilities 
of America Claims for Public Utilities for discussion. It was determined that clarification of the 
Project numbers need to be reflected on the claims.  
Also discussed was to schedule a meeting with the engineer and the contractor for clarification of 
the invoices and job completion.  
 
Motion by Councilor Thomson, supported by Councilor Jivery to approve the Regular Meeting 
Minutes from June 28, 2023, with changes to reflect item 5.3 not as C and D. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Councilor Thronson, supported by Councilor Jivery to remove the Public Utilities 
Claims for Utilities of America for $27,054.61and Benchmark Engineering for $11,060.00. 
Motion carried.  
 
Motion by Councilor Thronson, supported by Councilor Maras to approve the City claims in the 
amount of $68,860 Motion carried. 
 
APPEARANCE:  
 Grand Rapids Police Department Captain, Kevin Ott appeared before the council with 
information on the TZD grant program in Itasca County. Ott explained the effect for City of 
Keewatin on reimbursement, and the ability to purchase equipment. Ott reviewed the statistics of 
the DUI deaths, noting the deadliest day is the Wednesday, before Thanksgiving, Super Bowl, 
and St. Patrick’s Day. The TZD grant allows Captain Ott to provide coverage for special events. 
Captain Ott commended Police Chief Whitney for his continued support of officers utilizing the 
TZD grant program. 
  
 JPJ Lead Service Line Inventory contractor, Joeseph Pelawa, led the discussion on the 
upcoming requirements for reporting of lead pipes within a city and how to apply for the grant 
monies available by Minnesota Department of Health. The components of lead and copper rule 
EPI have trickled down to communities that need to report this information to the state of MN by 
October 2024.  
 
 Clerk Beth Ann Mackey reported on behalf of Jeremy Schwarze, Benchmark who was 
not in attendance, that Schwarze had prepared the application for the IRRRB Citywide 
Infrastructure Grant The City of Keewatin can utilize the invoices from the Keewatin Taconite 
road improvement in 2022.  
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 Alan Johnson, Benchmark was absent for the meeting however Clerk Mackey noted that 
the tentative start update for joint sewer project is July 20, 2023. The IRRRB Grant Phase II 
award amount was $180,734 with the full grant amount remaining. Councilor LaBine asked 
Attorney Lindsay how the City of Keewatin will receive fines from engineering/contractors not 
meeting completion deadlines. Attorney Lindsay stated that it would be liquidated damage, it 
will be calculated after the project is completed. The City of Keewatin must pay our bills, until 
the project is complete.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  
 Motion by Councilor Maras, supported by Councilor Jivery, to set a Special Meeting for 
an employee review on July 19, 2023, at 4:00 P.M. Motin carried. 
 

Councilor Thronson asked who the review was for, and when are the capitalized Police 
Department reviews. Clerk Mackey said she has a schedule for the review process, and this is 
review is for Street Supervisor Eric Sundquist.  
  
 Councilor Jivery would like to discuss the highest and best use of the baseball fields in 
the future and how the city should upkeep the ball fields, generate review, advertise the use. It 
was suggested to start discussing this early in the year.  
 
 Motion by Councilor Thronson, supported by Councilor Maras to accept the travel 
request for Officer Devon Porth to attend the 16 hour, EMR Refresher Course in Nashwauk, MN 
for the cost of $225.00 to satisfy state requirements to renew EMR License. Motion carried.  
 
 Police Chief Whitney said his travel request for training will be rescinded as his officers 
will not be required to complete, per Itasca County. Police Chief Whitney reported on the blight 
clean up in the City. Whitney stated that it is going well, with cooperation from individual 
property owners he has contacted.  
 
 Councilor LaBine thanked all volunteers and donators who assisted with the 4th of July 
event this year. The feedback was good, and the committee is already planning next year.  
 
 Councilor LaBine informed the public that the Zoning Commission has an immediate 
vacancy due to an individual moving out of town. Please pick up an application at the City 
Clerk’s Office if you are interested in applying for this Commission.  
 
 Motion by Councilor Jivery, supported by Councilor Maras to adjourn the meeting at 
6:20 P.M. Motion carried.  
 
      Michael LaBine, Mayor  
 
      Beth Ann Mackey, City Clerk  
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