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Keewatin City Council 
Council Proceedings 

City of Keewatin, Minnesota, June 28, 2023 
 

The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Keewatin, Minnesota, was called to 
order by Mayor LaBine, at 5:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers. 
 
Present: Councilors Maras, Jivery, Thronson, LaBine and Mayor LaBine (5)  
 
Absent: None 
 

Moved by Councilor LaBine, supported by Councilor Maras to approve the consent agenda 
as follows: 
 
5.1 Approval correction of minutes of Regular Meeting June 14, 2023. 
5.2 Approval of the claims to be paid June 14, 2023 (Public Utilities $28,097.43 and City 
$11,858.26)  
Motion carried. 
 

 Councilor Thronson pulled items 5.3 and 5.4 for further discussion. Discussion on cost of 
travel request and the agenda for the course. No action taken.   
 

Motion by Councilor LaBine, supported by Councilor Thronson to approve the travel 
request for City Clerk Beth Ann Mackey to attend the League of Minnesota Cities (LMC) Clerks 
Academy on September 7-8, 2023, in St. Paul, MN cost of $834.60. Motion Carried. 
 
APPEARANCE: 
            Erik Simonson of Flaherty & Hood P.A. gave the council a synopsis of the 2023 Legislative 
Session. Coalition of Greater MN Cities lobbied for Local Government Aid/Property Taxes. The 
2024 LGA for the City of Keewatin is $441,513.00. The session ends with the largest infrastructure 
package in Minnesota history. 
 

Jeremy Schwarze, Benchmark Engineering, spoke with Chris Ismil, IRRRB and suggested 
the City of Keewatin submit a grant covering the lowest bid with the original design/specifications 
for the O’Brien Reservoir Project in conjunction with the First Street over lament, curb, gutter, 
electrical, and sidewalks. This submission would need to be prompt to allow Benchmark to call 
for bids. Funding for the project will be received in August. The project could potentially begin in 
the fall of 2023, with completion in the spring 2024. 
 

Motion by Councilor LaBine, supported by Mayor LaBine to adopt Resolution 2023-33 to 
apply for and accept funding from the IRRRB Infrastructure grant for the O’Brien and First Street 
Projects. Motion carried. 
 

Motion by Councilor LaBine, supported by Councilor Jivery to approve the Professional 
Service Agreement with Benchmark Engineering for the First Street project, contingent upon them 
submitting the agreement to the City Clerk. Motion carried. 
 

Motion by Councilor LaBine, supported by Councilor Maras for Benchmark Engineering 
to proceed with First Street Project, with obtaining bids from contractors Motion carried. 
 

Alan Johnson, Benchmark Engineering, was unable to attend the meeting and update the 
Council on the Wastewater Treatment Project. Mayor LaBine said the construction delays continue 
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with Utility Services unable to install piping, hence electrical not able to be completed. Mayor has 
been trying to reach Allan Johnson to discuss. 

 
 UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

Motion by Councilor LaBine, seconded by Councilor Thronson to adopt Resolution 2023-31 
to order the repair or removal of hazardous condition located at 132 East Elizabeth Avenue., Keewatin, 
MN. Motion carried. 
 

Motion by Councilor Jivery, seconded by Councilor Maras to approve Mayor LaBine, and 
City Clerk Mackey to execute the Order of Removal /Repair Building for the court for property at 
132 East Elizabeth Avenue, Keewatin, Minnesota.MN. Motion carried. 
 

Motion by Councilor Maras, supported by Councilor Jivery to table the Animal Ordinance 
90.4. to the July 12, 2023, regular council meeting. Motion carried. 
 

Mayor LaBine would like to see consent for the chickens by the neighbors, issue permit for 
habitation of chickens, disclosing lot size, and number of chickens.  
 

Motion by Councilor Jivery, seconded by Councilor LaBine accept the Keewatin Training, 
Reimbursement Policy, and Agreement for each employee on the individual’s basis. Motion 
carried. 
 
   Mayor LaBine led a discussion on the possible future development of the old Spire Credit 
Union building. Mayor LaBine was encouraged to find a use for the last historic building within the 
City during the resent IRRRB meeting with Ida Rukavina. Mayor LaBine will speak to Pat McCain, 
Spire Credit Union regarding the building and inquire on the Cities intention to acquire the property.  
 
 Councilor LaBine spoke to Paul Christianson of Peoples Service, regarding the extension of 
service the City has incurred due to the non-completion of the Wastewater Treatment System. 
Christianson suggested a decommissioning plan of the plant needs to be addressed. The People’s 
Service is short-staffed however has been able to cover the City’s needs. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 Motion by Councilor Jivery, seconded by Councilor Maras to direct the City Clerk to send a 
letter to lease holders of Glacier properties with outstanding lease payments. Motion carried. 
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS:  
 Motion by Councilor Jivery, seconded by Councilor LaBine to adopt Resolution 2023-32 for 
Fire Chief Maras to apply for and accept grant funds from the DNR for equipment. Motion carried. 
 
COUNCIL REPORTS: 
 Councilor LaBine announced there are additional 4th of July raffle tickets available, the 
committee could utilize five additional volunteers for children’s games and speak with her or Dan 
Kelly. 
 
 Motion by Councilor Jivery, seconded by Councilor Thronson to adjourn the meeting at 6:40 
P.M. Motion carried. 
 
 

Michael LaBine, Mayor 
 

Beth Ann Mackey, City Clerk 
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