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Keewatin City Council  
Council Proceedings 

City of Keewatin, Minnesota, June 14, 2023 
  

The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Keewatin, Minnesota, was called to order 
by Mayor LaBine, at 5:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers. 

 
Present: Councilors Maras, Jivery, Thronson, LaBine and Mayor LaBine (5) 
Absent: None 

 
Moved by Councilor Jivery, supported by Councilor Maras to approve the consent agenda as 

follows: 
 

a.) Approval correction of minutes of Regular Meeting May 2023, Special Meeting held May 24, 2023, 
and Special Meeting May 31, 2023. 

b.)  Approve Approval of the claims to be paid June 4, 2023 (Public Utilities $48,995.49 and City 
$23,218.68)  

c.) Approve Devon Porth, Police Department, to attend the Pro-Active Patrol Tactics in Wyoming, MN 
on August 8, 2023, the total cost was $755.84. 

d.) Approve Chris Whitney, Devon Porth and Bill Williams, Police Department, to attend the DMT 
Certification MN BCA in St. Paul, MN in the following months November, December 2023 and 
January 2024, the total cost $$4,305.00. Motion carried. 
 

 APPEARANCE  
Jeremy Schwarze, Benchmark Engineering was not able to provide a revised quote from Nick 

Bougalis or Eric Wedge of DSGW prior to the Council Meeting. Jeremy will continue to obtain quotes.  
 
Alan Johnson, Benchmark Engineering updated the Council on the Wastewater treatment 

project. The startup date of June 9, 2023 was pushed back to June 23, 2023. This is due to the contractor 
not being able to complete the work required for start-up. This has caused several delays in construction. 
Johnson stated the plan is to control pumps and basic operation with water, and then go live with 
sewage. Mayor LaBine asked if the new start update would allow enough time to get the pipe installed. 
Johson said it would. Mayor LaBine inquired on assessing fines to the contractor for the continued 
delays in construction. Alan Johnson will review the contract; those fines are attributed to the total cost 
of the job cost.  

 
Motion by Council LaBine, supported by Councilor Maras to order and install the duck bill for 

backflow protection cost of $35,000.00 Motion carried.  
 

Karen Denne requested a review of animal ordinance 90.4 regarding chicken. The chickens were 
in the house and now required to be outside. The Denne’s have used the chickens as a learning 
experience for their grandchild, built a chicken building, and are enjoying them. Denne was informed 
that the chickens would be allowed within the City of Keewatin. However, this conflicts with an 
established ordinance that the Police Department, Chief Whitney is enforcing.  Councilor Thronson gave 
examples of other communities that do allow chicken within City limits. Councilor Jivery spoke of her 
experience with a neighbor who had chickens and the negative effect on the neighboring homes. She 
proposed the Council review the current ordinance for updates or revisions and look at other 
communities’ actions.  
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Motion by Councilor Maras, supported by Councilor LaBine to not act on the ordinance with Karen 
Denne until the Council has time to review the ordinance. Motion carried.  
 

Tom Lomsak and James Marano, American Legion Post 452 presented Phase One construction 
of a fenced patio area (12 x 53). Lomsak would like to proceed with this project as soon as possible. 
Mayor LaBine asked them to make the fence removable for the City to move snow along the sidewalk. 
Tom Lomsak agreed that could be an option. This patio would facilitate their beer garden and the need 
for additional seating. Once this is completed, they will continue to Phase Two, kitchen expansion. 
Councillor Thronson also suggested the building be placed in the back of the lot where there is more 
room to make a square building rather than something that is long and narrow. Lomsak stated the put a 
lot of time in the drawing and don’t want to change the plans. Councillor LaBine suggested due to the 
aesthetics of the area to keep the fence in line with the City Community Center building. Discussion 
continued by the Council regarding the payment for the property and cost of a survey etc. it was noted 
that the plans must be approved by the Zoning Commission which is $50 plus a variance fee of $75.00. 
 

Motion by Councilor LaBine, supported by Mayor LaBine to direct the attorney to initiate the 
purchase agreement to sell 12ft of parcel # 92-410-1004 on the south side of the Community Center for 
$1.00. and the American Legion will be responsible for the survey and recording of the property and the 
zoning application fees. Motion carried.  
 

  
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

The Council discussed the draft Purchasing Policy. Councilor Thronson, suggested to add Public 
Works Supervisor to line item on page four regarding any utility purchases and any purchases over 
$2,500 to $25,000 would need Council approval. 

  
Motion by Council Jivery, seconded by Councilor Thronson to approve the Purchasing Policy 

with those amendments added. Motion carried. 
  

Motion by Councilor LaBine, seconded by Councilor Jivery to approve the Water Tower Mixer 
quote from KLM for $21,783.00. Motion carried.  
 

Attorney Bryan Lyndsey provided a City Reimbursement Policy for employees who are required 
by the City to complete education or obtain certification/licensure. The Council will have time to review 
and discuss at the June 28, 2023, regular meeting.  
 

Motion by Councilor Thronson, supported by Councilor Maras to adopt Resolution 2023-27 for 
the Fire Department to hire Mason Graves, Zeb Graves, Dylan Partridge, and Lydia LaBarge to the 
Volunteer Fire Department contingent on all volunteers living in the City of Keewatin with an effective 
date of June 14, 2023. Motion carried.  
 

Motion by Councilor Maras, seconded by Councilor Jivery to execute the Article of Declaration 
provided by Attorney Lyndsay for the Eastern Itasca Joint Swar Project, PFA disbursement Motion 
carried. 
 

Motion by Councilor Jivery, seconded by Councilor LaBine to approve the Attorney to proceed 
with court action for the property at 132 East Elizabeth Ave., Keewatin. Motion carried.  

 
NEW BUSINESS:  
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Motion by Councilor LaBine, seconded by Councilor Thronson to adopt the Resolution 2023-29 

to execute order to Abate a Public Health Nuisance for the property at 521 N 2nd Street, Keewatin MN. 
Motion carried. 
 

The attorney will review revisions for civil court and keep track of the costs for the abatement 
property located at 521 N 2nd Street. Keewatin, MN.  
 

Discussion led by Supervisor Sundquist on the hiring of more summer help is not necessary at 
this time. He has been in contact with Itasca County, and they will be painting the street starting at the 
Dollar General. He will also ask the engineer about the damage done by contractor KGM while working 
in the City of Keewatin last year for liability and repair.  
 

Motion by Councilor Jivery, seconded by Councilor LaBine to approve a fundraiser car wash for 
the Keewatin Trail Runners on the street between Keewatin Auto and the Water Tower on July 9, 2023. 
Motion carried.  
 

Randy Nash stated the funds raised would be used to complete the trail out of the City of 
Keewatin.  
 

Motion by Councilor LaBine, seconded by Councilor Maras to receive and file the from 
Keewatin Auto. Motion carried.  
 

Motion by Councilor LaBine, seconded by Councilor Thronson to accept letter from auditor Fort 
& Company to terminate the contract effective with the completion of the 2022 Audit and allow Clerk 
Mackey to begin to develop an RFP to seek auditor firms for the 2023 audit. Motion carried.  
 

Motion by Councilor LaBine, seconded by Councilor Jivery to approve of the Emergency 
Purchase of a riding lawn mower from L & M cost $13,999.00. Motion carried.  
 

Motion by Councilor Jivery, seconded by Councilor Maras to allow the Mayor LaBine, and 
Clerk Mackey to execute the People Service contract increase of 2.5% increase as of June 1, 2023.  
Ayes: Councilor Thronson, Jivery, Maras, Mayor LaBine (4) 
Nays: Councilor LaBine (1) 
Motion carried.  
 

Motion by Councilor LaBine, seconded by Councilor Maras to adopt Resolution 2023-30 to 
transfer checking account balances at Spire Credit Union for the Post Office, Street Department and City 
Hall to the General Checking account at Park State Bank, Fund 101 in the amount of $111, 204.99 
Motion carried. 
 

Motion by Councilor Maras, seconded by Mayor LaBine to appoint two Councilors, Councilor 
Jivery, Councilor Thronson to the Employee Review Committee and Councilor LaBine as the alternate. 
Motion carried.  
 

Motion by Councilor Maras, seconded by Councilor LaBine to set a Closed Meeting for 
employee annual review Wednesday, July 12, 2023 at 4:00 p.m. Motion carried. 
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS: None 
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COUNCIL REPORTS: 
 

Councilor LaBine updated the council on the 4th of July: The flyers done, the Softball Tournament 
is organized by the American Legion.  

 
Motion by Councilor Jivery, supported by Mayor LaBine to approve a temporary Liquor License 

for the American Legion to sell beer at the Softball Tournament on July 1, 2023 contingent on the 
completion of license and providing insurance for the day. Motion carried. 
 

Councilor LaBine, Mayor LaBine, and Supervisor Sundquist will set up a date to meet for reviewal 
of Street equipment and prioritize list of repairs/replacements. With research as to the best cost approach 
for the City of Keewatin.  
 

Fire Chief Maras informed the Council of the DNR grant that was received by the Fire Department 
in the amount of $11,552.00 to be used for a commercial washer and dryer. 
 

Motion by Councilor Jivery, supported by Councilor LaBine to adjourn at 6:54 p.m. to Wednesday, 
June 28, 2023, at 5:00 pm in the Council Chambers. Motion Carried.   
 
 
 

             
          Michael LaBine, Mayor 
 

Beth Ann Mackey, City Clerk 
          
   


