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Keewatin City Council  

Council Proceedings 

City of Keewatin, Minnesota, May 24, 2023 

  

The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Keewatin, Minnesota, was called to order 

by Mayor LaBine, at 5:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers. 

 

Present: Councilors Maras, Jivery, Thronson, LaBine and Mayor LaBine (5) 

Absent: None 

 

Moved by Councilor Jivery, supported by Councilor LaBine to approve the consent agenda as 

follows: 

a.) Approval correction of minutes of Regular and Special Meeting held May 10, 2023. 

b.) Approval for Special Meeting Minutes May 11, 2023. 

c.) Approval of Zoning Meeting Minutes November 7, 2022, and May 8, 2023 

d.) Approval of Library Board Meeting Minutes March 15, 2023 

e.)  Approve Approval of the claims to be paid May 24, 2023 (Public Utilities $38,351.69 and City 

$16,628.19)  

f.) Approve City Staff to attend League Minnesota Cities MMUA 2023 regional Safety Group Training  

Motion Carried. 

 

 APPEARANCE  

a. Jeremy Schwarze, Benchmark Engineering spoke to the Council on items that could be changed to 

decrease the cost of the O’Brien Reservoir project. Schwarze consulted with Bougalis Construction 

and DSGW on designing a smaller septic system, cut the building size by 1/3- and two-bathrooms vs 

four bathrooms, and eliminating heat source. Keep the outside shower and mechanical room. 

Schwarze will provide the Council actual numbers at the June 14, 2023, Regular Meeting. 

b. Alan Johnson, Benchmark Engineering update the Council on the Wastewater treatment project. City 

of Nashwauk is ready to go. Due to construction delays with the electrical portion for the City of 

Keewatin the connection date is June 9, 2023. Johnson put together a change order for $35,000.00 

check valve. It is an emergency bypass that will be needed. Johnson said there is funds from the 

IRRRB grant that could pay for this part. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Motion by Councilor LaBine, supported by Councilor Maras to amend the Resolution 2023-25 to hire 

Kinkel, Ranta, and Groshong as Seasonal Sumer Employees. Motin carried.  

 

Motion by Councilor Jivery, seconded by Councilor LaBine to adopt Resolution 2023-26 to hire 

Thaddeus Roepke and Gaige Waldvogel as Causal Laborers. Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Councilor Jivery, seconded by Councilor LaBine to approve publishing for Casual Labor 

Position in the Scenic Range Forum contingent on acceptance or decline of new hires. Motion carried. 

 

Discussion by Mayor LaBine’s contact with Keetac regarding allowing Splashpark at O’Brien 

Reservoir. Keetac would require the City of Keewatin to increase their insurance coverage and a revised 

lease agreement. No action was taken. 

   

 Motion by Councilor LaBine supported by Councilor Jivery to table the KLM Mixer quote for the Water 

Tower until Clerk Mackey presents a second quote. Motion carried. 
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 Discussion with Street Supervisor Sunquist on Projects for seasonal, casual, and City employees to 

complete this summer. Councilor LaBine suggested cleaning the City Hall Building, painting the rink 

Boards, Dug Outs and the exterior of the Fire Hall. Councilor Jivery asked about the ball fields, and 

condition of the building. Mayor LaBine said they will be used by the squirts this year. Supervisor 

Sundquist said they will keep it mowed and pick up the garbage. Councilor Jivery would like to have a 

conversation about the use of the ball fields or change of use. Supervisor Sundquist has repaired the 

street sweeper, he will continue to repair manhole covers, and items that come up, the benches at the 

park will be done soon. Councilor LaBine asked how we should prioritize the building list of repairs, 

and should the City obtain quotes to have repairs completed. Removal of building at the ball field, Fire 

Hall roof, and staining of the Community Center, the sidewalk, and steps by the Police Department. 

 

 Motion by Councilor LaBine, supported by Councilor Jivery to approve the credit card policy. Motion 

carried. 

  

NEW BUSINESS:  

 

Councilor Thronson directed the Attorney Lyndsay to draft a policy regarding payment of training or 

licensure required for an employee’s position.  

 

Motion by Councilor Maras, supported by Councilor LaBine to allow meetings to be viewed on YOU 

Tube and no longer support Zoom. Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Councilor Jivery, supported by Councilor LaBine to Adopt Resolution 2023-27 for contract 

termination with People Service effective June 30.2023. Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Councilor LaBine, supported by Councilor Maras, to direct Clerk Mackey to inquire with State 

of MN and MMUA on what is needed for a license collection person for the City of Keewatin. Motion 

carried. 

 

Motion by Councilor Jivery, seconded by Councilor LaBine to approve letter of support for DEM-CON 

application of permitting for expansion. Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Councilor LaBine, seconded by Mayor LaBine to Adopt Resolution 2023-29 for the sale of the 

2001 Dodge Durango as forfeiture property. Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Councilor LaBine, seconded by Councilor Jivery to approve Mutual Aid Agreement with St. 

Louis County and City of Keewatin for the Police Department. Motion carried.  

 

Motion by Councilor LaBine, seconded by Councilor Maras to accept Library Director Paula Fowler 

hosting Movie Nights in the City Park. Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Councilor LaBine, seconded by Councilor Maras to Adopt Resolution 2023-28 authorizing the 

support of Lone Pine Township application filing to the State of Minnesota for purposes of East Itasca 

Joint Sewer Board Phase II Area Wastewater collection System. Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Councilor Jivery, seconded by Councilor Maras to approve the On Sale, Sunday and Off Sale 

liquor License for Jason Barstow d/b/a/ Bernie’s Main Dry contingent upon receiving all required 

paperwork for the liquor license. Motion carried.   
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Motion by Councilor Maras, seconded by Councilor Jivery to appoint Councilor LaBine, and Mayor 

LaBine to the equipment repair, replacement committee. Motion carried.  

 

Motion by Councilor Jivery, seconded by Mayor LaBine to table the approving Fire Department By Laws 

Article VIII advertisement change, until department roster is available, and Attorney Lyndsay reviews the 

SOP SOG. Motion carried.  

 

Motion Councilor Jivery and supported by Mayor LaBine to table for June 14, 2023, meeting to Adopting 

Resolution to hire Mason Graves, Zeb Graves, Dylan Partridge and Lydia LaBarge to Volunteer Fire 

Department. 

 

Motion by Councilor LaBine, seconded by Councilor Jivery to set closed meetings for May 31, 2023, 

contingent upon Attorney Lindsay attendance. Motion carried.  

 

Motion by Councilor Jivery, seconded by Mayor LaBine to support letter and resolution for Itasca County 

Board regarding mineral rights at Mesabi Metallics plant in Nashwauk. Motion carried.  

 

Motion by Councilor Maras, seconded by Mayor Labine to approve the agreement with Spire Credit Union 

to demolish the current Spire Credit Union building and the City to purchase the vacant lot for a cost of 

Four Dollars.  

Ayes: Councilor Maras, LaBine, and Mayor LaBine 

Nays: Councilors Thronson and Jivery 

Motion Carried. 

 

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS: 

 

COUNCIL REPORTS: 

Councilor Jivery reported the Fight for Blight was a success, while Mayor LaBine thanked all the 

volunteers, especially the senior volunteers.  

 

Zoning meeting is scheduled for June 5, 2023, at 5:00 PM 

 

Police Department supported the Summer Lunch for Children United Way every week at the park. Mayor 

LaBine thanked Chief Whitny for his continued support. 

 

Councilor LaBine spoke of the 2023 Legislative webinar; you can register to attend. The City of Keewatin 

was awarded $24, 431.00 plus public safety aid and an increase in LGA. 

 

Motion by Councilor Jivery, seconded by Councilor Thronson to post on website and on, Facebook home 

repair loan grants available through the USDA. Motion carried.  

 

Motion by Councilor Jivery, supported by Councilor LaBine to adjourn the meeting at 7:09 P.M. Motion 

carried.   

             

          Michael LaBine, Mayor 

 

Beth Ann Mackey, City Clerk 

          
   


