Keewatin City Council
Council Proceedings
City of Keewatin, Minnesota, April 12, 2023

The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Keewatin, Minnesota, was called to order by Mayor
LaBine, at 5:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers.

Present: Councilors Maras, Jivery, LaBine and Mayor LaBine (4)
Absent: Councilor Thronson (1)

Moved by Councilor Jivery, supported by Councilor LaBine to approve the consent agenda as follows:
Approval/correction of minutes of Regular Meeting held March 20, 2023
Approval of the claims to be paid April 12,2023 (Public Utilities $52,357.57 City $15,092.99).
3. Allow any Council or Administrative Staff to attend Summit Meeting Timber Lake Lodge May 4,
2023, to include mileage.
4. Allow any Council, Mayor, or Administrative Staff to attend League of Minnesota Cities 2023 Annual
Conference June 21-23, 2023, in Duluth MN, to include entry fee, mileage, and lodging.
5. Approval for Clerk Beth Ann Mackey to be added to Spire Bank Accounts
Motion carried. '

DN et

APPEARANCE:

Itasca County Highway Maintenance Director Kory Johnson and Don Waras presented the Cooperative
Maintenance Agreement between Itasca County and the City of Keewatin. Kory Johnson referred to the draft
agreement with three roads all covering 2.9 miles. Snow removal is done jointly once a year. The City of Keewatin
does the winter plowing, salting, sanding, sidewalks, and street sweeping. Itasca County repairs potholes. The
City could give the roads back to the County to maintain, however with the three shifts at Keetac, the City of
Keewatin is obligated to maintain the roads, said Mayor LaBine. Kory Johnson requested the Council review the
Cooperative Maintenance Agreement and they would be happy to help the City.

Jim Marano and Tom Lomsak from the American Legion requested the City to convey the property north
of the current American Legion near the west end of the parking lot at the Community Center. The Legion is
looking to improve their building with an addition of sixteen feet on the back portion of the existing building.
Discussion continued about the proper way to convey the property. The City Attorney suggested a letter of intent
to show good faith by the City in the proposed project. This will also give the American Legion time to present a
plan to the Council and secure funding needed for the project.

Motion by Councilor LaBine, supported by Councilor Maras to allow the Attorney to devise a letter of
intent for the American Legion to purchase additional property to the north of the building, part of the current
parking lot located behind the Community Center for a building addition, contingent upon more information
~ presented for the proposed project. Subject to the approved project and funding required. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS:

Waste Management billing review with Public Utilities Clerk was moved to the Special Meeting on May

10, 2023. Public Utility Clerk to provide updated spread sheet with billing fees and refuse study review.by Berg
Consulting.
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Motion by Councilor LaBine, supported by Councilor Jivery to accept the estimates from Arrowhead Lock
Smith for key locks for the following buildings: Fire Hall $1,179.90, Recreation $527.56, Public Utilities $548.82,
and City Hall $420.42 and to remove the sales tax on the quote. Motion carried.

Councilor LaBine requested additional proofs for window decals on Library and Post Office. Councilor

Jivery is in support of the telephone numbers located on the buildings. Clerk Mackey will contact Nicks Signs
with that request.

Jeremy Schwarze, PE Project Engineer Benchmark Engineering, Inc. presented four bids for the O’Brien
Reservoir Project with a low bid from Nick Bougalis in the amount of $440,864.00. Schwarze will return to the

Council on April 26, 2023, with original project costs, and suggestions from contractors to decrease the cost of
the project.

NEW BUSINESS:

Motion by Councilor LaBine, supported by Councilor Jivery to adopt Resolution 2023-22 approving the
Cooperative Agreement with the State of Minnesota and the City of Keewatin for a dock at O’Brien Reservoir.
Resolution adopted unanimously.

Attorney Lindsay assisted Clerk Mackey with a Potential Conflict of Interest form to be completed by
elected officials and City of Keewatin Employees for transparency. Councilor LaBine will send a Conflict of
Interest policy to the Clerk to address at the April 26, 2023, regular meeting.

Suﬁervisor Sundquist requested a credit card for us in the Street Department. No action takes but will be
reviewed with an updated Purchase Policy and Credit Card Policy.

Councilor Jivery presented information on the City Wide Clean Up Days. Jivery has been working on
Citywide Clean Up Days with Greg Stolz of Itasca County.

Motion by Councilor LaBine, supp.orted by Councilor Maras to schedule the Clean Up Days the week of
May 15 to May 20" with additional modifications and no tires are allowed for disposal. Motion Carried.

Motion by Councilor LaBine, supported by Councilor Jivery to adopt Resolution 2023-21 to apply-for
and accept funds from Nashwauk Area Community Fund for fire fighter boots. Resolution adopted
unanimously.

Motion by Councilor LaBine, supported by Councilor Jivery to accept the quotes obtained by Fire Chief
Maras for fire fighter boots from Fire Grand Forks in the amount of $11,760.00. Motion Carried.

Motion by Councilor Jivery, supported by Councilor LaBine to adopt Resolution 2023-19 to accept
grant from MN State Fire Marshall with a 10% match for a commercial washer extractor and dryer for Fire
Department. Resolution adopted unanimously.

Motion by Councilor LaBine, supported by Councilor Jivery to adopt Resolution 2023-20 to accept
funds from the Department of Natural Resources for Fire Department equipment. Resolution adopted
unanimously.

Motion by Councilor LaBine, supported by Councilor Jivery to appoint Mathew Risto to the Zoning
Commission board for a three-year term ending 12/31/25. Motion Carried.
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COMMISSION AND BOARD LIAISON REPORTS:

Councilor LaBine invited residents to the next 4™ of July Committee Meeting on April 19, 2023, at 6:30
P.M. in Council Chambers.

Council Reports:

Mayor LaBine gave an update to Council on the Joint Sewer Project with City of Nashwauk. The
Nashwauk Public Utilities is building an electrical panel to replace the electrical panel that has been on back

order. The project is continuing to move forward best as possible with delays in receiving parts necessary for
completion.

Attorney Byan Lindsay will have the over time policy and PFA declaration completed by the end of April.

Councilor LaBine asked Police Chief Whitney when the blight ordnance will be enforced. Chief Whitney

will be discussing this and Glacier Park properties with Attorney Lyndsay to speed up the process of that
ordinance. :

Motion by Councilor Jivery, supported by Councilor LaBine to set a Special Meeting work session for
Waste Management billing review on May 10, 2023, at 4:00 P. M. Motion Carried.

Motion by Councilor Jivery, supported by Councilor LaBine to set a Special Meeting work session for
City of Keewatin Projects with Sarah Carling, CEDA for May 11, 2023, at 5:00 P.M. Motion Carried.

Motion by Councilor Maras, supported by Councilor Jivery to adjourn the meeting at 6:10 P.M. Motion
Carried.

Michael LaBine, Mayor

Beth Ann Mackey, City Clerk
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